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Based on recent analyses from public health organizations and media reports,

changes made or proposed by the Trump administration to the FDA and EPA

could potentially cause deaths by weakening safety standards, reducing

oversight, and impacting regulations on pollution.

Impact of EPA changes on public health

Reports suggest that changes to the EPA could weaken environmental

protections and lead to increased health risks for the American public.

Air pollution: The planned rollback of tailpipe and smokestack standards could cause

up to 200,000 premature deaths and 100 million asthma attacks that would otherwise

be prevented, according to the Environmental Protection Network.

Budget and staffing cuts: A Center for American Progress analysis reports proposed

budget cuts to the EPA, along with eliminating the agency's scientific research and

environmental justice offices, which could compromise the agency's ability to protect

communities from pollution.

Climate change: Efforts to repeal the 2009 "endangerment finding" that enables the

EPA to regulate greenhouse gases could worsen the effects of climate change, which

contribute to health risks from wildfires, heat waves, and other extreme weather

events.

Impact of FDA changes on public health

Planned changes to the FDA have also raised concerns about public health and

safety.

Staffing and funding cuts: A Brookings Institution article warns that reductions in

FDA staffing and funding could increase the number of unsafe drugs and products

reaching consumers. This could affect the safety of generic drugs, which are widely

used.
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Drug advertising: While the administration has taken steps to require more

transparency in pharmaceutical advertising, critics argue that reducing oversight in

other areas could counteract these efforts.

Vaccine policy: A report outlining the administration's "Make our Children Healthy

Again" plan recommends further study of vaccines, including the use of placebos in

clinical trials. Medical and policy experts view this as casting doubt on mainstream

science and potentially hindering public health efforts.

What is still unknown

The potential impact of these policy changes is still subject to debate and

depends on several factors:

Legal challenges: Many policy changes related to the EPA are expected to face legal

challenges, which could delay or overturn some of the rollbacks.

Implementation details: The actual health impact will depend on the specifics of how

new policies are implemented and enforced.

Medical opinion: The medical and scientific community overwhelmingly opposes

many of the proposed changes, while some within the administration and its allies

disagree.

The Trump administration's NIH and FDA cuts will negatively ...

May 14, 2025 — Sherry Glied Nonresident Senior Fellow - Economic Studies,

Center on Health Policy. ... * Over the past four months, the Trump…

Brookings

The Food and Drug Administration Under the Second Trump ...

Jun 18, 2025 — This report, titled “Make our Children Healthy Again: Assessment,” is intended

to examine “the root causes of deteriorating child health” and establish “a clear...

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

The FDA in the Second Trump Administration - Milbank Memorial Fund

Jan 15, 2025 — Conclusion. President Trump's unconventional nominations and

embrace of MAHA signal major potential shifts in Federal public health…

Milbank Memorial Fund
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AI responses may include mistakes. Learn more

Dive deeper in AI Mode

2 days ago — In one section of the so-called regulatory impact analysis, EPA concedes that the rollback
and other Trump policies would lead to slightly ...
Missing: changing ‎way ‎FDA ‎people

Inside EPA's analysis for killing the endangerment finding

POLITICO Pro
https://subscriber.politicopro.com › eenews › 2025/09/10

People also ask

What did Trump do to EPA?

Is the EPA controlled by the president?

What is the latest Trump's EPA moves to repeal finding that underpins US climate

regulation?

Who is taking over EPA?

Feedback

On April 12, 2022, the Biden administration announced that it would modify Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) rules to allow a diluted form of gas to be sold ...

Tracking regulatory changes in the second Trump ...

Brookings
https://www.brookings.edu › articles › tracking-regulat...

The Trump Administration's plans to roll back tailpipe and smokestack standards will lead to 100 million
asthma attacks and cause 200,000 premature deaths that ...
Missing: changing ‎way ‎FDA ‎people

Facts: The Trump Administration's Attacks on EPA Will ...

Environmental Protection Network
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org › the-...
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Apr 5, 2025 — The Trump administration is quietly carrying out a plan that aims to kill hundreds of bans
on highly toxic Pfas “forever chemicals” and other ...
Missing: FDA ‎| Show results with: FDA

Trump officials quietly move to reverse bans on toxic ' ...

The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com › environment › apr › tru...

Jul 20, 2025 — The agency is closing the Office of Research and Development, which analyzes dangers
posed by a variety of hazards, including toxic chemicals, ...
Missing: way ‎FDA ‎killing

Trump administration shuts down EPA's scientific research ...

NPR
https://www.npr.org › 2025/07/20 › nx-s1-5474320 › t...

Dec 11, 2024 — If past is prologue, federal environmental protections may see a rollback—but state and
local efforts could stem the damage.

The EPA Under Trump | Johns Hopkins

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
https://publichealth.jhu.edu › the-epa-under-trump

The agenda recommended the EPA be largely gutted and called for changes like freezing existing
regulations, eliminating employees, and stopping all grants to ...

EPA Under Trump Besieged by Mass Terminations, Axed ...

Sierra Club
https://www.sierraclub.org › sierra › epa-under-trump-be...

Aug 21, 2025 — The Trump administration has already announced plans to revamp the risk evaluation
framework rule — the foundational process that guides how EPA ...
Missing: changing ‎way ‎FDA ‎killing ‎people

EPA to reassess most chemical regs, Trump appointee says

POLITICO Pro
https://subscriber.politicopro.com › eenews › 2025/08/21

Feb 12, 2019 — The Trump administration has halted bans on toxic chemicals that are known to cause
serious health threats.

How the Trump Administration Pulled Back on Regulating ...

Yale E360
https://e360.yale.edu › features › how-trump-administra...
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Jan 20, 2021 — The Trump administration dismantled major climate policies and rolled back many more
rules governing clean air, water, wildlife and toxic chemicals.

The Trump Administration Rolled Back More Than 100 ...

The New York Times
https://www.nytimes.com › interactive › climate › trum...
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